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Seed Packet 

 

Eventually 

 

The prairies were  

not always here. They  

were ice. Glaciers ground  

away, picked up earth and took it  

      elsewhere. 

Grew and  

  shrank with the seasons. It all went  

away, it will all come  

   back; 

wearing down  

 the stone. 

 

 One day, moss  

  joins the lichen clinging  

   for life on the rocks.  

 Dead matter  

  makes soil, just enough for a  

      million  

 

     tiny  

       events  

        to take root.  

  

       They sprout, bud, bloom, wither, bud, bloom 

          But not now. 

  

Change did not happen quickly.  
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 It is anticipatory.  

Slow.  

  

 It will come  

  

 with the un 

       bearable weight 

  

   of ice  

    moving  

              across the land. 
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 Excavation 

    Selection from the 2004 Soil Survey of Kane County 

 

This section provides general information about 

Kane County. It describes history; urbanization; 

physiography, relief, and drainage; natural resources; 

agriculture; transportation facilities; industry; and climate. 

 

History 

 

For thousands of years prior to the arrival of 

European settlers, Native Americans inhabited the 

wilderness that was to become Kane County. Area 

tribes include the Fox, Kickapoo, Mascouten, Illinois, 

and Potawatomi tribes. These tribes inhabited small 

villages along the Fox River and established seasonal 

campsites along the hills and prairies to the west. 

 

The first recorded settler in Kane County, 

Christopher Payne, established his home just east of 

the present city of Batavia in 1833. In the Fox River 

valley, homesteaders found abundant hardwood 

forests for building material and fuel, a river for water 

power, fertile farmland, and stone outcroppings for 

foundations and structures. Kane County was 

established in 1836. It was named after Elias Kent 

Kane (1794–1835), the first Illinois Secretary of State 

and a United States Senator. The original boundaries 

of Kane County included what is now DeKalb County 

and part of northern Kendall County. 
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Urbanization 

 

The historical land use pattern in the county has 

been higher density and compact development to the 

east, along the Fox River, and rural/agriculture land 

uses to the west. The urban corridor along the river 

contains approximately 80 percent of the county’s 

residents. Land uses include mature residential 

neighborhoods, traditional downtowns, industrial 

areas, strip malls, and new subdivisions. The denser 

development of the urban corridor is made possible by 

sewer and water infrastructure in the river communities.  

 

Physiography, Relief, Drainage 

 

About 60 percent of the county is in the Fox River 

watershed. The major streams flow south and east into 

the Fox River, which eventually empties into the Illinois 

River. The northwestern part of the county drains 

north and west into the Kishwaukee River.  

 

Natural Resources 

 

The two chief sources of potable water in Kane 

County are the Fox River and ground water. Ground 

 water is tapped by private and public wells from two 

sources—shallow aquifers, 30 to 400 feet below the 

surface, and deep aquifers, 600 to 2,000 feet below 

the surface. 

 

Agriculture 
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Corn, soybeans, small grain, nursery, and 

greenhouse crops accounted for 85 percent of the 

market value of agricultural products sold in 1997, and 

livestock, poultry, and related products accounted for 

the remaining 15 percent. Kane County was the 

largest dollar producer of nursery and greenhouse 

crops of all Illinois counties in 1992, producing 11 

percent of the state’s total. 

Kane County farming consists predominantly of 

family owned businesses. In 1990, 87 percent of the 

farms in the county were owned by individuals or by 

family corporations. Since 1945, the number of farms 

in Kane County has been decreasing. This decline has 

been counteracted, however, by a large increase in 

average farm size. In 1945, 2,029 farms averaging 147 

acres were in the county; in 1997, the average size of 

the 650 farms remaining was 323 acres. 

 

Transportation Facilities 

 

Kane County also has a well integrated system of 

 county highways that provide connections between 

incorporated and unincorporated areas. 

Public transit services are available in the county. 

Commuter rail services connect downtown Chicago 

with 68 other Chicago locations, and there are lines to 

Aurora, Geneva, and Elgin. Fixed-route bus and other 

services are available in the county, including 

subscription bus, vanpool, and special services for 

people with disabilities. 
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Two major general aviation airports also serve the 

county. These are the Aurora Municipal Airport in 

Sugar Grove and the Du Page Airport in West 

Chicago. These airports serve local recreational and 

business flying needs; however, they do not support 

commercial flights or large jets. 

 

Industry 

 

Kane County has a strong traditional manufacturing 

base, which employed 26 percent of the work force in 

1990. While the number of manufacturing jobs in the 

county has been slowly declining over the past 20 

years, the decline has been more than offset by 

increases in the service, research, and development 

business sectors. Between 1980 and 1990, service 

jobs increased by 13 percent. The Northeastern Illinois 

Planning Commission forecasts that by the year 2010, 

service sector jobs will grow by 51 percent regionally, 

 and manufacturing jobs will decline by 16 percent. 

Kane County is home to a wide range of 

employment opportunities. Numerous large office and 

research facilities have developed along the tollway 

corridors. Industrial land uses are in most 

municipalities in the county and account for the 

majority of traditional manufacturing jobs. Major 

industrial development areas are in Aurora, Elgin, 

Montgomery, Geneva, and St. Charles.  

 

Climate 
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Table 1 gives data on temperature and precipitation 

for the survey area as recorded at Aurora College in 

the period 1971 to 2000. Table 2 shows probable dates 

of the first freeze in fall and the last freeze in spring. 

Table 3 provides data on length of the growing season.  

 

Growing degree days are shown in table 1. They 

are equivalent to “heat units.” During the month, 

growing degree days accumulate by the amount that 

the average temperature each day exceeds a base 

temperature (50 degrees F). The normal monthly 

accumulation is used to schedule single or successive 

plantings of a crop between the last freeze in spring 

and the first freeze in fall. 

The average annual total precipitation is 38.31 

inches. Of this total, 20.36 inches, or about 53 percent, 

 usually falls in May through September. The growing 

season for most crops falls within this period. The 

heaviest 1-day rainfall during the period of record was 

6.91 inches on July 18, 1996.  

 

The average relative humidity in midafternoon is 

about 59 percent. Humidity is higher at night, and the 

average at dawn is about 82 percent. The sun shines 

67 percent of the time possible in summer and 47 

percent in winter. The prevailing wind is from the west 

in most months, but it is from the south from June to 

October. Average windspeed is highest, 12 miles per 

hour, from January to April. 
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The Prairie 

 

The history of settling in neat Christian houses 

of parceling land in homesteads for development 

(when the land was already lived on)  

That noble inheritance from the French, later, the English: 

the goddamn simple life.  

Next door neighbor to plain, to suburb 

spirals of houses,  

square, barren lawns, and a pit  

for the water, since the wetlands are gone.  

Empty.  

And the basement floods.  
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How To Play With Fire 

 

1. wind 

 

2. burning low, low 

    smoke on the air 

    blotting the orange orb of dawn 

 

3. a million tiny hungry embers eat 

    the straw of  winter’s fare 

    watered down by morning dew 

 

4. chewing uphill past the dirt firebreaks 

    sticking to clothes and hair 

 

5. keep it hot, fed, corralled 

    watch your cotton jeans 

 

When I say   (shout) BURN IT DOWN!!!!!! 

I’m not thinking about a wildfire 

burning high and fast, skimming tops off grass and leaving  

stems behind.  

I’m thinking of a low, smoldering wall  

of heat moving uphill, against   the wind.  

 

It’s not sexy.  

But it’s the only way to clear the overgrowth 

 for thistles,  asters,   indigo,   pitcher sage 


