
Metronome
 Cle%n unlined slice of p%per
Cuts like % dull knife
So m%ny words expressions phr%ses in the English l%ngu%ge
M%ke it h%rd to be origin%l

He%ring nothing but the moisture ev%por%ting on the m%ple le%ves outside
Feeling the history of the ced%r w%lls int he room
Soft bre%thing
A thud from upst%irs
Soft chirping of hungry crickets
Echoing voices
A doe rustles through % y%rd

Smooth cool scent of ro%sting coffee.

Following the tr%il of % cr%ck in the pl%ster

A le%f f%lls from % birch

A c%terpill%r t%kes % slow deliber%te journey %cross % doorstep.
An osprey swoops in to b%the in the pool.

Hum%ns begin to shuffle uncomfort%bly
Oh my look %t the time
Whereʼs my iPhone
Whereʼs my ch%rger
Is my friend in It%ly h%ving fun?
Should I buy my niece th%t iW%tch
Did I RSVP to the wedding

Why the compulsion to produce, to outdo, to strive h%rder th%n yesterd%y?

The turkeys %nd cows %nd moose %nd e%gles donʼt me%sure
Seconds
Minutes
Hours 
Weeks
Months
Ye%rs



Dec%des
centuries

If only hum%ns could follow form.

Wednesd+y

In l%te %fternoon
A sh%dow f%lls
Fred p%rks his yellow VW bus %t the shed
Mops his brow
C%lls inside
Wh%tʼs for dinner?

Whistles to his L%b Elmer
And gives him % tre%t to chew.
Wipes his work boots %t the stoop.
Pushes the m%ssive br%ss h%ndle
Which slips out of the one r%gged screw holding it in.

The kitchen is w%rm %nd inviting
With h%nd me down linens %nd chipped Chin%
A cr%cked mug from th%t Red Sox g%me.

J%nice st%nds by the stove
Singing % r%ndom tune
Dum de de dum dum de de Dee

How my best girl he %sks
Feeling better she %nswers
Those d%rn pills. They s%p my energy.

Too much to expect them to work inst%ntly, my de%r.

He extr%cts % Heineken from the fridge
And dis%ppe%rs into the d%rk h%ll.

Smile



As in smile tho ur he%rt is bre%king
Smile even tho youʼre f%king
Million doll%r business de%ls
Are cemented with % smile.
Hum%ns smile in %greement just to %void conflict.

A smile c%n be % reflex
A polite response to % h%ckneyed joke
Precursor to % belly l%ugh
Smiles %re %s cont%gious %s chicken pox.
Is there % v%ccine to prevent them?

Ad%m smiled %t Eve
And the hum%n r%ce beg%n.

A smile is % frown turned upside down.

It t%kes 42 muscles to smile.
Wh%t % workout for your f%ce.
People who be%r their teeth
When they smile %re insincere.
Or downright %ggressive.

A smile turns on your ch%rm.

Murderers smile.

Mon% Lis% smiled.

Psychop%ths out smile everyone.

A smile is the key th%t fits the lock of everyoneʼs he%rt.

Smiles %re free %t some rest%ur%nts but donʼt remind them when the t%bles %re 
full.

Life is still worthwhile if you just smile.

Questioning the Arm+dillo

Houston July 1980



Humidity: 78%
Boyfriend: Studying to become % priest. 
Job: Telem%rketing home rep%irs %k% t%lking to lonely old folks 
%nd selling cowboy boots
Mother: 24-hr job running preschools

MTV debuts
Did video kill the r%dio st%r?

Weekend in D%ll%s, cle%nest city in Americ%
Do they scrub the buildings d%ily?

bright Yellow roses
red white %nd or%nge Zinni%s
Pink Gerber d%ises
Blooming in the  Bot%nic%l g%rden
Itʼs just % diversion.

Revel%tions %t the Jung institute
Who w%s I in % previous life?

D%y trip to Refugio with my cousin
Momʼs boyfriend driving the v%n in the sidew%ys so%ker
Should you drive d%ys %fter % circumcision?
Ch%nging the st%tion to he%r Jefferson St%rship Mir%cles
Alre%dy w%nting %nother shower

Why does the %rm%dillo cross the ro%d?
Skidding off the ro%d to %void him
they sure %s shoo fly  pie love highw%y 180
And legs up me%ns theyʼre sleeping or de%d

Curious m%mm%l
H%rd shelled for protection
Tiny be%k like f%ce
Shelled spine
Bird like p%ws
As common in Tex%s %s % rooster in the hen house.


