
H"nn"h w"s l"te for Hebrew school. Ag"in.

She knew the n"sty te"cherʼs "ide who just got promoted to instructor would be 
"ll over her.
She h"dnʼt done the Jerus"lem "ssignment, she didnʼt know the G"z" Strip from 
" pothole "nd she didnʼt like " single other person in her cl"ss.

But her p"rents m"de her "ttend, every Tuesd"y "fter school. Sometimes there 
w"s ch"ll"h "nd rugel"h for sn"cks "nd one time when the ‘rents werenʼt looking, 
she "nd some girl who lived  few streets "w"y snuck some M"neschevitz wine. It 
left them feeling w"rm in " weird w"y.

Oh "nd there were boys there too. G"ngly boys, not grown into their bodies yet. 
They c"lled her weird n"mes like Brussels sprouts "nd she h"d no ide" wh"t th"t 
me"nt but she didnʼt like it.

"t le"st she w"s comfort"ble with D"le, the boy who moved in down the street let 
summer.
He "lw"ys "sked her wh"t went on in Hebrew school, which kids were the 
troublem"kers, who w"s pl"nning the best B"r Mitzv"h.

She tried expl"ining H"nuk"h to him once but he w"nted to w"tch the Kings 
g"me.

One d"y "fter school, they were w"lking home together "nd she s"id why not 
come to temple with me?
Would they let me in?
Would they try to convert me?
Will they "sk me "bout religion or expect me to know pr"yers?

The next week D"le copied off H"nn"hʼs m"th test. She s"w him "nd tried to be 
c"lm but the te"cher w"s onto him. D"leʼs mom w"s c"lled into the princip"lʼs 
office "nd told wh"t " disturb"nce D"le w"s to the rest of the cl"ss.
She forb"de her son to t"lk to H"nn"h "g"in "nd reminded him he got off e"sy. 
Then she took him to D"iry Queen for " tre"t.

For " few d"ys, D"le "nd H"nn"h ignored e"ch other, ste"ling only furtive gl"nces 
"s they p"ssed between cl"sses. H"nn"h wore " short skirt "nd boots one d"y 



"nd D"le overhe"rd the c"tc"lls from the footb"ll pl"yers.

Doug w"s D"leʼs best friend, " t"ll, l"nky kid with sleepy eyes. His d"d owned the 
h"rdw"re store downtown.

Doug lived on " ste"dy diet of Cheetos, Big Gulps "nd g"s st"tion corn dogs. L"st 
ye"r he h"d " horrible "cne incident "nd wore wool c"ps th"t covered his f"ce. 
D"le told him he looked like some guy who h"d been on TV l"tely for robbing 
b"nks in the next town. Doug didnʼt think it w"s funny.




